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Abstract

East Asian countries share a culture of perfuming clothes. The prosperity of the Maritime Silk Road and the
incense trade are direct factors that have led to the development of incense culture.

Perfuming clothes is a method of applying fragrance by burning incense. The Chinese could make an incense
mixture with various types of incense, and records demonstrating use of perfuming clothes tools (E#E) show
that they might have perfumed clothes with incense mixtures. During the Tang dynasty, the incense trade thrived.
Examples of ancient literature such as I35 ), Wit "F9%, describe how to make incense for perfuming clothes
and how to perfume clothes. TkEigE £, and BE3EE ) shows trade partners and goods.

Incense was introduced to Korea alongside Buddhist culture. FEgayfE, shows Silla traded incense with
Japan. One of the trade goods recorded in FE B YR, is perfuming cloth incense (F4%), which establishes
that Silla performed perfuming clothes at that time. During the Goryeo dynasty, Goryeo exported musk as well as
ginseng. The royal family burned incense from the Song royal family. Noblewomen preferred sachets. The use of
this dress continued into the Joseon dynasty.

FE gz, showed that Japan imported incense from Silla. PThe tale of Genjiy illustrates Heian nobles’ incense
culture, perfuming clothes culture, and trade of incense. Perfuming clothes tools became essential articles for
marriage purposes and it developed in a practical shape.

The Champa had a perfuming clothes culture. It is described on 351 As Agilawood is found in Tongking,
and Tongking was neighbor to the Champa and China, they might have had a perfuming clothes culture as well.

Korea, China, Japan, and Vietnam shared a perfuming clothes culture. We can identify universality and
commonality in the purpose of perfuming clothes, time of development, the method of making the incense mixture
for perfuming clothes, the method of perfuming clothes, the tools, the gender of perfumer, and the type of herbs

and spices.

Keywords Perfuming Clothes, Clothing Culture, Agilawood, Maritime Silk Road, Incense Trade
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